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PUBLIC HOUSING — MIDWEST 
5971. Mr I.C. Blayney to the Minister for Housing; Fisheries; Veterans Issues; Asian Engagement: 
I refer to the Housing Authority’s 2018–19 Annual Report, page 100, regarding the extent to which the Housing 
Authority is responsive to the housing needs of eligible Western Australians, and I ask: 
(a) How many individuals are on the public rental waiting list in Geraldton; 
(b) How many individuals are on the public rental waiting list in the Midwest; and 
(c) How many public housing properties are owned by the Housing Authority in Geraldton: 

(i) How many of the properties listed in (c) are occupied; 
(ii) How many of the properties listed in (c) are vacant; and 
(iii) Of the properties that are listed as vacant, can the Minister please provide a table outlining the 

reasons for the vacancy of these properties and state how many properties are vacant due to each 
reason; 

(iv) Can the Minister outline the short and long term plans to ensure vacant public housing properties 
in Geraldton get filled as quickly as possible? 

Mr P.C. Tinley replied: 
(a) Public Housing wait list applications as at 31 January 2020: 

 
Wait Turn Priority No. of People 

Geraldton 582 31 1,007 

* The number of Wait Turn Applications includes Priority Applications. Therefore, of the 582 Wait Turn 
Applications in Geraldton, 31 are priority in nature. 

(b) Public Housing wait list as at 31 January 2020: 
 

Wait Turn Priority No. of People 

Midwest/Gascoyne 822 38 1,416 

* The number of Wait Turn Applications includes Priority Applications. Therefore, of the 822 Wait Turn 
Applications in the Midwest/Gascoyne Region, 38 are priority in nature. 

(c) As at 31 January 2020, there was a total of 1,033 public housing properties within the Geraldton area 
office. 

(i) Of the 1,033 properties, 888 were occupied. 

(ii) Of the 1,033 properties, 145 were vacant. 

(iii) Of the 145 vacant properties; 

60 were undergoing maintenance repairs and will be relet once repairs are complete, and 

85 properties have been allocated for demolition, redevelopment or sale. 

(iv) The Department of Communities aims to relet vacated properties as soon as possible, ensuring that 
they are clean, safe and in working order. The availability for a property to be relet is determined 
by the amount and type of maintenance repairs required. 

Please note that waitlist data (answer to question (a)) and housing stock (answer to question (c)) are captured 
differently and figures are therefore not directly comparable. Waitlist data is captured by a ‘preference zone’ (in this 
case, Geraldton), whereas stock is provided by area office/region (in this case, the Geraldton area office). 

The Geraldton area office includes the towns/suburbs of Beachlands, Beresford, Bluff Point, Carnamah, Cervantes, 
Coorow, Dongara, Drummond Cove, Geraldton, Glenfield, Jurien Bay, Kalbarri, Karloo, Leeman, Mahomets Flats, 
Mingenew, Moonyoonooka, Morawa, Mount Tarcoola, Mullewa, Northampton, Perenjori, Port Denison, Rangeway, 
Spalding, Sunset Beach, Tarcoola Beach, Three Springs, Utakarra, Waggrakine, Wandina, Webberton, Wonthella 
and Yalgoo. 
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